
A fortnight ago, Pioneer Fishing West Coast (PFWC), proud producers of 
the Glenryck brand, honoured the grit of their long-service personnel with 
a lunch and award ceremony at the Riviera Hotel in Velddrif. “In a time 
when people typically have several jobs over the course of their working 
lives, it is something special to celebrate the loyalty, commitment and 
dedication of our sta�,” said HR manager Lauren Masimla.

General manager Frank Stenri will retire soon, and as he is planning a new 
phase of life, he encouraged the sta� to also be future-focused. He 
reminded attendees that they can in�uence the future by what they do 
today. Bad (and sad) experiences should not be the canvas on which we 
paint the future. “The easiest, immediate way to make a di�erence to the 
future is working on our relationships with others so that we don’t have 
regrets,” he said.

After a hearty meal, personnel were acknowledged for their time and 
e�ort. “To work for the same company for 20 years shows that I enjoy my 
work and the people I work with. I’m excited about the challenges and 
prospects ahead,” said marine superintendent Riaan van Noordwyk. 
Frederick Snyders has been with the company for four decades: “Forty 
years is a long time, but I don’t regret working here. For the �rst 20 years 
I worked at the jetty with people like Cecille, Viola and Nolls – I can’t even 
remember their surnames. For the second 20 years I worked in the label 
store with Sti�e (Louis Abdol) and Nolan Vraagom, and I really enjoy my 
work. Thank you to the management!”

Pieter Gree�, chief operating o�cer of African Pioneer Marine, PFWC’s 
majority shareholder, congratulated and thanked the longtimers. “We rely 
on your experience and know-how that developed over the years. We need 
people like you to keep this company growing and going forward.”

Tomorrow’s results 
start today

“I started working at Pioneer Fishing in 
1980 when I was 21 years old – �rst as a 
gardener, then as a packer, a �sh pump 
operator, a coal shower operator and a 
seasonal worker in the boiler department. 
Now I’m a general worker at the jetty.” 

– Jonathan Cubalitiki, 
celebrating forty years of service

Letta Sikhwintshi, Nosimo Bahlanu, 
Nomatenza Mxwayo and Cynthia Rigala 

from the cannery and No-Power Arosi 
from quality control enjoyed their festive 

lunch in honour of their dedication.

Lauren Masimla 
(HR manager), 
Estelle van Dyk 
(quality manager), 
Pieter Gree� (COO) 
and Dennis Cupido 
(�nancial manager) 
salute Pioneer 
Fishing West Coast’s 
long-service sta�.

40 years

Pioneer Fishing honours 
loyalty and dedication

William Buziek (retired), Frederick Snyders 
(labelling) and Jonathan Cubalitiki (jetty) 

received wall clocks symbolic of the 40 years they 
spent with the company. Geylard Msutwana 

(cannery) and Peter Benjamin (marine) also have 
40 years of service but were unable to attend the 

award function.

40 years 35 years

Frances Linde (admin), Trevor Benjamin (�shmeal) 
and Beredina Macock (labelling) received awards for 

their 35 years of service. Although Sophia du Toit 
(labelling) couldn’t attend the function, she shared 
warm words about her colleagues: “We have good 
communication and often share a laugh. I still feel 

great about my work and my company.”

30 years

The following cannery sta� members have 
worked at the company since 1990: Ursula 
Beukes, Josephine van der Heever, Petrus 

Antonie and Julius Zankwenkwe (pictured), 
as well as Edith Abdol, Juline Julies, Leon Buziek 

and John Lategan (workshop department).

Two decades and counting! (Back, left to right): Wentzel Achilles 
(labelling), Pindile Kalashe (�shmeal), Mawabo Gobosandla 

(cannery), Isak Storm (stores), Wayne Williams (cannery), Riaan 
van Noordwyk (marine) and Derle Chalmers (admin). (Front, left to 
right): No-Power Arosi (quality) and Fikiswa Tyana, Cynthia Rigala 

and Bulelwa Magaleni (all three from the cannery). 

Nomatenza Mxwayo and Residda Carolus (both from the cannery) 
and Karin Erasmus (admin) received certi�cates for their 10 years 

of service. Nicodemas Segelaar (�shmeal) and Heinrich Diedericks 
(canning) have also been with the company since 2010.

Marthinus Snyders and Lodewyk Rahman 
both work in the �shmeal department and 
have been with the company for 25 years. 

Here Lodewyk is pictured with general 
manager Frank Stenri – they are both 

retiring this year.

25 years

20 years 15 years 10 years

A whole bunch of people celebrated 15 years with the company. 
(Back, left to right): Nosimo Bahlanu (cannery), Lydia Cloete 
(cannery), Piet Fortuin (�shmeal), Rozelle Gardiner (quality), 

Luyanda Mtshentshe (�shmeal), Densil Fortune (marine), 
Letta Sikhwintshi (cannery), Mzukisi Zitho (cannery), Roche Vraagom 

(admin), Sakhiwo Poswa (labelling) and Candice-Lee Cloete 
(cannery). (Front, left to right): Lizette Goliath, Surina Esau and 

Nosango Nkalashe (all three from the cannery), Sthimbele Gogo 
(marine) and Monde Nakumba (labelling).


